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Design & philosophy

Surfing and Farming
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surfing clothing brands.

S: Yeah, and you know, one thing
those guys have in common is

that they are all really £***ing
boring. Seriously. Without that
(pointing at surfboard shaped by Joe
Larkin), there's no that (pointing at
T-shirts.)

K: But they made big money
though. They were just

surfers. Surfing together at first time.

S: Yeah, they were just surfing, but
they made big money (Quiksilver,
Billabong, Hurley and so on) and
never put anything back. Seriously,
the only person I know who actually
put some money into developing
surfboards is Marc Newson. He

is the first person ever really to try
and develop new, perhaps better
materials.

K: Right.

S: Because these surfclothing
tycoons (clothing brands), are

not making nor try to push the
boundaries in terms of surf board
design. They are just making
***ing T-shirts...nothing goes back
into research and development as a
surfboard.

K: Can you get natural high when
you are doing surfing? Eating
organic foods and organism changes,
right?

S: you can definitely get massive

adrenaline from surfing. Organic
foods, I didn't really eat any but it's
good!

K: There's a surfing language/slang
dictionary, right? The way of talking
is like a lyrics.

S: That's the interesting thing about
surfing. Unlike any other sports,

it's pretty experimental right? Most
the surfers I know are like slang
dictionaries There are many funny
words. So many. I spent my half of
***ing life trying to think up funny
silly words.

K: Surfing things are more like out
of society. Space kind of feeling.

S: Yeah, No one knows why one
shape is better than another. So
anyways, you made this crazy
f***ing thing, but you don't know
why it really works. It connects you
to beautiful wave. Nice thing. I try
not to get too f***ing sentimental,
but it is really nice.

K: The nickel surf board Marc
designed pulled up the surf culture to
the art level.

S: On that subject, the first surf board
exhibition we did was the best. That
was the first time surfboards

were put into a gallery context
right? Then, what Marc did with the
metal surfboard brought a lot more
attention to the craft of surfboard
shaping functionality and design. It

"Surfing, unlike any other sport
reallyhas its own culture."

K: Surfing is not just a sports, it's
more like a lifestyle, culture.

S: Right...1968! The most important
year in terms of Surfing. The Short
board was born, twin fins and so
on. After 1968, surfing turned

into something like Tennis. Then
way after...just like Fucking pro
tennis! Tennis...It's bull shit! But
now it is kind of going back to its
roots. You shape the thing and that
thing connects you to wave. It
doesn't have anything to do with
competition or anything. Surfing,
unlike any other sport really has its
own culture. There's no such thing
as tennis music or golf music, but

there's surfing music. Surfing has a
proper culture!

K: 1968 is the year of revolution. By
the way, do you remember the shaper
Joe Larkin?

S: Joe Larkin is a fantastic

shaper. He is the most important
shaper perhaps in the world. But

no one gives up £*** about
surfboards. Everyone gives a £***
about making stuff on the back of
Surfing culture. It's ridiculous. He
is the culture. Those guys created

a culture, the billion dollar surfing
industry wouldn't exist without the
humble surfboard.

K: We met all the people founded

was really good thing. After the
Spiral exhibition thing, Marc came
and we had a dinner, remember thats
where it all started?

K: Yes. We talked and he got an
inspiration from the exhibition.

S: He wanted to make a metal surf
board which functions really well.
K: What do you think the future of
surfing is gonna be?

S: Marc or someone try to make

a surfboard with new technology
or material. That is gonna be
coming from people who are

really interested in exploring

new technology or material. It's
definitely not about making screen
printed T-shirts. T-shirts and other
things come from the culture that
comes from riding surfboards — so
its about the surfboard. That is the
most important thing. It's gonna be
someone who says "let's stop making
surfboards with World War 2 boat
building shit. Let's make a material
that is just for a perfect surf board."
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From the Ancient to the Future
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