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Backcasting

What would future going to be?
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Wilson house (71JL/ > + I\ R)
photo: FIEFK— " Daici Ano

Your work seems very boarderless -
why is that?

I met many students when I was a
postgraduate student at the RCA. The
architecture department was one of thirty
and others were like fashion design,
product design, ceramics, furniture,
glass, painting fine art... so everyday I
went through the galleries and saw so
much other work which was inspiring,
this is where the boundaries were broken
down for me! No boundaries between
architecture, interior architecture, product,
painting or ceramics. Art is the unifying

inspiration.

What is design for you?
Firstly I guess it's about enjoying
yourself. Why else get up each day?

Leaf Chapel (IJ—7 « F+/XJL) photo: KEHBEA ~ Katsuhisa Kida

Trying to be fresh and looking at things in
anew way every time when you design.
Making design 'readable’ to people who
are not designers, making people question
what they think, making people smile.
People remember good times!

Do you think design has the possibility
to save the world?

Not really - we all just have to use less
stuff. We need to make less stuff, not more
of it. Design can help - take the iphone
for example the basic look and feel hasn't
changed for 3 years, pretty amazing when
you look at other phones that get a new
look every 9 months. Do we really need
yet another design for a lamp or a chair?
Slow down, upgrade. Look at the life
cycle of a product not just it's look!

What is the future design?

We have to set new values about what
is good design, we talked about re-use,
how are we going to re-use architecture.
Building uses lots of material, resources
and produces a lots of carbon - the
building industry is one of the biggest

carbon emitters. I think small and compact
could be the future's key words. Compact
design, longer life.
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Design Week Archive 2009

Mail Interview with Foreign Designers
AP THERBET 2HENTFAF =D A N2 T/ Y2 —LTAHRELI: !

interview & text & translate: KZ#f F (Media Surf)

to the city or to the environment. Its can make a huge difference by using

Benjamin Warner

: . ) . . about sitting down with my sketch book
The President of Creative Designers International (CDI) in TOKYO

sustainable design which uses less
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Koen Olthuis

Waterstudio.NL
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What is “Designing” for you?
Designing (architectural design) is
definitely about giving something back

I I
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and thinking through all the interesting

choices which we can make and choosing
one. I love the feel of pen and paper, but I
also love to see the drawing being built in

its true form.

Do you think design have possibility to
save the world?

Yes I do believe that as architects we

WHLWR T 2B ET .

‘What made you choose this career?

I chose for architecture on water because
it gave me the opportunity to design and
innovate at the same time. Six years ago
there were almost no concepts for living
with or on water, so this was a perfect
niche-market for a young architect to

explore.

What is “Designing” for you?
Designing is about finding a balance
between demands and creativity,
regulations and innovations. Designs
should always attempt to change
perception of the client.

What is a good design you think?

A good design is independent of its
location yet in the meantime should bring
that location to a higher level. The floating
cruise terminal, for example, is doing
exactly that. It is beautiful as a scale-less
object in itself, a product, and at the same
time it is a perfectly functioning floating
offshore harbor.

Do you think designs have the possibility
to save the world?
Floating designs on water add another

energy and passively interacts with the
environment. Buildings use up half

the worlds energy. Imagine that if we
made buildings 50% more efficient,

in theory, we would save 25% of the
worlds resources. That’s a lot of energy!
I think designers (but more importantly
government bodies) need to provide
environments which are attractive and
which make people content and happy. A
well designed environment motivates and

stimulates.

‘What do you think of Japanese design?
I have always enjoyed Japanese traditional
design and that is why I came to Japan at
the first place. I like the simplicity and

the flexibility. Japanese design influences
the beginning of the architectural modern
movement in Europe. In a sense, we all
have a debt to Japanese architecture. There
is definitely a conflict between traditional
simple (but complex) design and the way

dimension to cities worldwide. The
elevator brought the vertical city, the metro
brought an underground network and now
floating building ground brings new space
for new density on water in 90 % of the
world’s largest cities. This newly available
space can be used to solve problems that
are the result of urbanization and climate
change. Extra space on water can also be
an answer to racial disputes ( GAZA —
Israel) or a solution for food-problems in
the form of floating agriculture. It takes
some creativity and design, but it opens
new doors towards a better future.

cessessesscescesene

most Japanese people live. I do find most
homes in Japan to be quite cluttered
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