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Design & philosophy
New year, New age, New history.
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Then we do the best we can do for life.
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Pray Hard

Pray mountain
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Domestic Foreigner's Eye
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One Artist - One Phenomenon

The “Phenomenal Artist” is the one whose work presents a fact or an event of nature or society, which is not fully understood.
Thus, the “phenomenal artist” acts as a trigger for controversial opinions, arguments, criticism and hatred as well as for
unlimited admiration, love and cult. Artists of this sort are “question-starters”: they problematize (tradition, common sense,
ideals) and bring various doubts into conventional art scene. As a result, the art of the “phenomenal artist” and its discussion
unfolds in disciplinary fields of both Humanitarian and Precise sciences: from Art History to Anatomy, from Mathematics to
Psychoanalysis, from Anthropology to Criminology and so on.
The monthly bilingual publications under rubric “One artist — One Phenomenon” each time discuss one artist, which presents
one phenomenon in the field of his or her creativity. We will start with, probably, the most important and the most general

topic: The Inner World of the Artist.

Rodion Trofimchenko
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The Inner World of Artist Maria Volokhova
V7 TR T 7 EVH)TERDNW L it 5}

When the artist Maria Volokhova said
to me that she is “interested in the
inner world of a human being”, I've
got slightly suspicious: there were a
smell of banality and a risk of shallow
spiritualism in this common phrase.
After five minutes of conversation
Volokhova’s interest in “human’s
inner world” turned to be her artistic
research of brain-nerves design,
stomach’s volume, blood circulation
system’s patterns and adipose tissues
transparent qualities. Thus, it became
clear that Volokhova understands
“Inner World” in a very direct sense
and for me literal perception of
roundabout phrases is one of the

sign of radical artists (as well as of
stubborn children and straightforward
punks): they don’t understand why “A
reach man’s joke is always funny” and
see animal abuse in “hit two rabbits
with one shot”. Direct approach to
commonly “metaphorized” topics of
human nature, paradoxically, makes
presentation of spiritual values more
indirect, as well as more revealing and
interesting. Volokhova’s sauce-boats
in shape of fetus and ashtrays with
nerve-knot design and fatty-pellicle-
tactility undoubtedly raise topics of
human body perception and aesthetics
of “anatomical” uncanny.

In the beginning of this year
Volokhova holds several exhibitions in
Tokyo where she presents part of her
long lasting project “Dolci Lacrime”
(Sweet Tears): a collection of objects
in shape that recalls body organs
collected in a room that eventually
turns in an interior of a huge beast or
a giant. This time Volokhova presents
“Jejunum Teapots”, porcelain teapots
in shape of long interwoven and
interpenetrative intestines.

The topological aspect of the human
body and its representation is the first
that comes in mind when reflecting on
the intestines-like-pot. First, this work
sharpens pre-modern perception of

“a body, which is a sack with a lot of
smaller sacks inside of it”. Intestines
are the thing, which is inside (a
body), but still have its own insides,
what makes possible for exteriorized

intestines still act as a container, a
pot. From another hand, the persistent
containing feature of intestines is
in paradoxical union with their vast
surface ar(la (due to their function of
absorbing nutrient substances from
digested food). The Container, the
Surface and the Interlacing are all
come in one here.

Another peculiarity of this work
is in its strong object-like nature.

By serving tea with this pot one is
holding “intestines/jejunum” in his/
her hands. The thing that is supposed
to be hidden and integral with the
“whole body” is here in my hands as
something revealed, independent and
brought to light.

In spite of the fact that Volokhova
shapes a “kitchen utensils” she is not
a craftsman, nor a designer. Being
interested in printmaking originally,
she decided to study porcelain making
to be able to express fragility of inner
organs both in the visual and tactile
dimensions. If porcelain in its basics is
treated as something delicate, than it is
suitable material to intensify fragility

<7 AT rEOIMERD A
FOWNI T HIRE RO | L5 o7
Rz, BBtz fioTlLl oz, 0%
D, CORJUTF LR SLFEII AR
EZEFRE. LL. ARGl

Ak 7D [ ANHONH R |~
Bbsid, BofiEoryLr, Box
Ya—2, MFEHED 57—, IR
R EWITE DR OAIE W R IR TH
LEGrirotze LzdioT, vrakyy
X TR IR ] 2T AL MNCE
RLTWh, SVNLAEEHERT L0
3. FITAANRYER (ZhEmE Tt
LFoFLB0T) THAH—DODLALLT
Hbo WFIENS, WE [Hgfb] sh7z
A OWAE DNy 2T 5 IEHDOTT
a—F1d, KoM RIAEZ LR
BHMIZESE, oS Dm LS
Eho DI, THORT7DORERD
BaFEov—Al, F3RE O 75
A v EB OGN0 8 K O fil &k & FE 0K
M, ERSCABOFEOMEE [fFH
217 | NFIREDFEZEL VI MY 22 1]
LTWa,

2009 4ED DT AR FT7IE, B
WTITbhaEOPORERISML.
[Dolci Lacrime| ([HWiE]) Ewik
W7rayr7bo—iE%E£T 5, OFD,
WK D& ST G & HIEL, —D2D
HETHED, CoRREZLTWEZIZE
ANOWRZERELTERT HE0WHH
WTHbH, 4l Trary7id [Z=HO
TA—Ry M BRET D, T, #&D
GhINT OB ERFF oMM ROT—
RN TH b,

BDEARRIMIONWTE RS, %
WP TEPATLSEDE, AR O 4k
DIROY— DR ENES DRI TH 5,
12, SOMESIZAA LT O kD
Mg, ) [Z O (W) H—>D
48 () IZASTWALDELTO ]
RV, Bid (ko) hip7ias
ZNEFIFCHS O EZFFOW TH 5o
XoT, fEh o A (Kok)
DOREEEF D) 5, ) DR ERER.
(EWHSHKBRZW AT EVIBERRIC
1%) B O KRECFEEE TR R A
RO, TOREEICBWT, Bk
iR G EIE— RIS,

[22W5 74 —Fy ] Ob)—D>D4EH

M. Volokhova, Dolci Lacrime: Jejunum Teapot, object, porcelain, 2008
M.%7#a4%77, Dolci Lacrime: [ 2074 —HRvb ], 7 Vz—. it 20084F

M. Volokhova, Dolci Lacrime: Jejunum Teapot,
object, porcelain, 2008
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Inside the head of M. Volokhova

X-Ray studies of the inner world by the Artist
With support of Leibniz Institute for Neurology,
Magdeburg, Germany
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Maria Volokhova

2007- 2009: Research studies at GEIDAI, Tokyo
University of Fine Arts and Music, Japan

2006- 2007: Tokyo University of Fine Arts and Music
(GEIDAI), Tokyo, Japan

After master course: Faculty of Arts, ,Burg
Giebichenstein “ University of Art and Design,
Department of Printmaking, Ceramic Design, Halle/
Saale, Germany

2004: Diploma of Art (Painting/ Printmaking) ,Burg
Giebichenstein “, University of Art and Design,
department of Painting, Halle/ Saale, Germany

2002: Ohio University, Athens, USA

2000- 2001: Accademia di belle Arte, Bologna, Italy
1980: Born in Kiev, Ukraine

Selected Exhibitions:

2008: "Collage “, Craft2eu, Hamburg

"Grafisch “, LIA (Leipzig International Art Program),
Baumwollspinnerei/ Leipzig

"48 Karat “, Halle/ Saale

"Labyrinths “, Kunstverein Bautzen, Galetie Budisin,
Bautzen

2007: "Talents 2007 *, Munich

"What is bad and what is good “, Himmelreich Gallery “,
Magdeburg

BKV- Prize for Young Applied Arts, Bayerischer

"Die Kunst der Tafel *, Museum fiir Kunstgewerbe,
Hamburg

2006: "Graduiert! , Volkspark Gallery, Halle, Saale
"Artefakte *, Institute for Neurology, Magdeburg (solo)
2005: "Graduation works exhibition “ Volkspark Gallery,
Halle, Saale

2003: "Labyrinths “, Art project with ,Franckesche
Stiftungen “ Halle/ Saale

2002: "Close Up “, AOK, Halle/ Saale

“Inside View”, Halle/ Saale

"Graffinova “, Vaasa, Finland

"Human and Nature “, Kirn, Germany

2001: “IN - OUT *, Bologna, Italy
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Applaudissement pour les artistes de rue

Text: Melanie Feindt Translation: Rodion

Traveling to a foreign country means
exploring new cities and places. In the
cities of Europe or the USA, travelers
are often welcomed by performers
and artists in the streets. Those, who
traveled to Paris, might remember

the pantomimes in the front of Centre
Pompidou, who attract the attention
of hundreds of people and make them
laugh during their 10 minutes shows.
Or you might have seen the human
sculptures along Las Ramblas in
Barcelona: single or group performers,
who look like gold, bronze or ceramic
statues. Other world famous spots

for fire eaters, jugglers, acrobats

and musicians are the Red Square in
Moscow, Coventgarden in London,
the Ku'damm in Berlin and the
Washington Square in New York. The
most famous street artist of all times
might be Philippe Petit, the French
high wire artist who gained fame for

his illegal walk between the Twin
Towers in New York City on August
7th, 1974.

The great thing about street artists

is: they perform on public places, for
everyone, for free or for a small tip.
They perform to make the audience
stop by and be happy for a minute.
The quality of the shows is often
breathtaking and I haven't seen

the same performances twice. The
variations of possibilities in the streets
are uncountable and there is of course
the challenge of the artists to show
something unique everytime.

I have seen some great performers in
Tokyo too. Yoyogi Park is the stage
of jugglers, cosplayers, dancers and
musicians. Another popular place is
the Shinjuku Dori, when it's closed for
the traffic in the weekends.

But I always think: The street
performers should have the chance to

be much more in the main city spots of
Tokyo like in other cities of the world.
Omotesando, Cat Street, Koen Dori
are wonderful spots for performers
with much sunlight and the best
audience. Many might think street
artists would disturb the flow of a busy
shopping day, but I think they would
even inspire everyone, who's passing
by. Imagine how refreshing and
cheerful it could be to get entertained
by a short show, while you are heading
from store to store and carrying your
heavy shopping bags.

The "Farmer's Market", that takes
place at the last weekend of every
month in the Gyre Building in
Omotesando, is one place, where
street artists are welcome.

Last year, at the end of November
2008, Cabaret invited the Berlin
illustrator, singer and song writer

Jim Avignon to do a livepainting for
the Farmer's Market event, right in

the middle of Omotensando. It was

a great activity to attract people to
visit the marketplace, with all the
organic vegetables and fruits and

with more musicians, who played
their instruments. It was a wonderful
atmosphere and I think this is what
every city needs: a peaceful, charming
and friendly interaction from-people-
to-people.
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